






















number of positions. There was discussion on upcoming retirements and he stated that the 
concern is getting qualified candidates and getting seats in the academy. 
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Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 210 under 
advisement. So voted. 

220-Fire 
Mr. Dello Russo highlighted that there are two major building improvements in the works. 
Councilor Sanders indicated that his concerns with overtime are the same as his concerns with 
the police overtime. Councilor Borges asked if the Chiefs vehicle would be referred to the 
supplemental budget and Mr. Enos indicated that it would go through the capital process. There 
was discussion on new apparatus that is on order. Councilor Postell noted that there has been a 
significant investment in public safety put forth. With the new public safety building there will 
be a chance to shift focus to outlying buildings. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 220 under 
advisement. So voted. 

244 - Sealer Weights & Measures 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 244 under 
advisement. So voted. 

291-TEMA 
Councilor Sanders expressed his concern with the decision to eliminate the position of Assistant 
Director. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Ms. Borges to refer filling the position of the Assistant 
Director to the supplemental budget. 

Mr. Dello Russo suggested that the new director should be hired and allowed to determine the 
best needs for the department. Councilor Postell stated that this is a very important agency for 
the City and having one person responsible for that department makes it a very stressful 
situation. However, he agrees that the new director should assess the position. Councilor 
Sanders suggested that having the money in place sends a message that we value this department. 
Councilor Duarte indicated that it could take the new person months to decide. 

So voted. 

Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget of department 291 under 
advisement. So voted. 
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292 - Animal Control 
Mr. Enos indicated that there is a shortfall in Animal Control in FY23 that will be coming before 
Finance and Salaries 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Sanders to take the budget for department 292 
under advisement. So voted. 

293 - Police and Traffic Signals 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 293 under 
advisement. So voted. 

296 - Fish Warden 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 296 under 
advisement. So voted. 

380 - Bristol Agricultural School 
Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 380 under 
advisement. So voted. 

390 - Bristol Plymouth Technical High School 
Mr. Dello Russo suggested that there is no Taunton representative on the BP Building 
Committee with public construction experience. Councilor Borges indicated that Louis Borges 
and Bob Pirozzi are on the building committee. Councilor Coute stated that he would support 
the CFO being on the committee. Councilor Dooner stated that the more representation from 
Taunton, the better. Mr. Coute indicated that he can't imagine what the argument against that 
would be .. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 390 
under advisement. So voted. 

399 - Taunton Public Schools 
Mr. Dello Russo stated that the Mayor is committed to meeting net school spending 
requirements. He suggested that a net school spending stabiliziation account may be needed in 
the future. Councilor Pottier asked if this number is 100% and Mr. Della Russo indicated that 
yes but they need to wait for the state's numbers. Councilor Sanders asked if this number is 
different from the request of the superintendent and there was discussion on indirect costs. 
Councilor Coute expressed thanks to the administration for working to get to I 00% of net school 
spending. 
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Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 399 under 
advisement and take a five minute recess. So voted. 

The Committee returned from recess. 

400 - DPW Administration 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 400 under 
advisement. So voted. 

410 - Engineering 
Councilor Borges questioned the GIS specialist position and Mr. Dello Russo indicated that this 
position was reclassified and should reduce consultant costs. 

Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 410 under 
advisement. So voted. 

421 - Oil and Road Construction 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 4 21 
under advisement. So voted. 

422 - Streets and Ways 
Mr. Dello Russo indicated that a new position is carried in this budget. 

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 422 
under advisement. So voted. 

423 - Snow and Ice 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 423 under 
advisement. So voted. 

424 - Street Lighting 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 4 24 under 
advisement. So voted. 

433 - Trash Pickup 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Pottier to take the budget for department 433 under 
advisement. So voted. 
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480 - Vehicle Maintenance 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to take the budget for department 480 
under advisement. So voted. 

492 - Super/Public Buildings 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Sanders to take the budget for department 492 
under advisement. So voted. 

493 - Repairs, Public Buildings 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to take the budget for department 493 
under advisement. So voted. 

496 - Public Buildings/A.D.A. 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 496 under 
advisement. So voted. 

Water, Sewer, and Golf Enterprise Accounts 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Borges to take these budgets under advisement. So 
voted. 

500 - Human Services 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to invite Charlene Bonenfant, the Director 
of Human Services, to the Committee on Elder Affairs and Human Services to come in and talk 
about some of the things she's been doing in her department. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to take the budget for department 500 
under advisement. So voted. 

510-Board of Health 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to take the budget for department 510 
under advisement and invite the Director or Acting Director to come in to the Committee on 
Public Health to brief the Committee on department initiatives. So voted. 

542 - Head Start 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. McCaul to take the budget for department 542 
under advisement. So voted. 
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543 - Veterans Services 
Councilor Borges suggested that we invite the new Veterans Services Director Ally Rodriguez to 
the Committee of the Council as a Whole for the 3rd week of July to discuss her needs and refer 
to the supplemental budget. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Duarte to take the budget for department 543 under 
advisement. So voted. 

548 - ADA Disabilities Commission 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Duarte to take the budget for department 548 under 
advisement. So voted. 

549 - Human Resources 
Motion by Mr. Postell and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 549 under 
advisement. So voted. 

610 - Library 
Motion by Mr. Coute and seconded by Mr. McCaul to take the budget for department 610 under 
advisement. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to invite Linda Coelho to come to a meeting 
of the Committee of the Council as a Whole for a discussion on things happening at the Taunton 
Public Library. So voted. 

630 - Parks & Recreation 
Motion by Mr. Coute and seconded by Mr. Pottier to take the budget for department 630 under 
advisement. So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Duarte to invite Commissioner AJ Marshall in to the 
Committee of the Council as a Whole for a discussion. So voted. 

650 - Airport 
Mr. Dello Russo indicated that the salary of the airport manager will be offset by the sale of jet 
fuel. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to take budget 650 under advisement and to 
invite the Acting Airport Manager or Manager in the future to the Committee on the Needs of the 
Airport for an update on what's happening at the Airport. 

Committee of the Council as a Whole 
BUDGET HEARING 
May JO, 2023 
Page 9oj12 



Councilor Postell questioned the salary of the new airport manager and how jet fuel will offset 
that. He suggested a salary of $125,000 seems high as compared to other department heads. Mr. 
Duarte clarified that while it was budgeted for $125,000 the new manager was hired at $105,000. 

So voted. 

Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to refer to the Committee on Finance and 
Salaries the discussion on the budget of the Taunton Municipal Airport with the CFO and 
Budget Director to take a deeper dive. So voted. 

690 - Historical District Commission 
Motion by Mr. Coute and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 690 under 
advisement. So voted. 

695 - Cable Commission 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 695 
under advisement. So voted. 

696 - Municipal Access 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 696 
under advisement. So voted. 

710-Debt 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. McCaul to take the budget for department 710 
under advisement. So voted. 

751 - Interest/Long Term Debt 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to take the budget for department 7 51 
under advisement. So voted. 

752 - Interest/Short Term Debt 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to take the budget for department 752 
under advisement. So voted. 

840-SRPEDD 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 840 under 
advisement. So voted. 
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910-Retirement Benefits 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Pottier to take the budget for department 910 under 
advisement. So voted. 

913 - Unemployment Compensation 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 913 under 
advisement. So voted. 

914 - Hospital/Group Insurance 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 914 under 
advisement. So voted. 

915 - Medicare 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 915 
under advisement. So voted. 

916 - Disability Retirement 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to take the budget for department 916 
under advisement. So voted. 

941 - Court Judgments 
Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 941 
under advisement. So voted. 

945 - Liability Insurance 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Ms. Borges to take the budget for department 945 under 
advisement. So voted. 

TMLPDebt 
Motion by Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. Postell to take this budget under advisement. So 
voted. 

946 - Claims/Damages 
Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. Postell to take the budget for department 946 under 
advisement. So voted. 
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Councilor Coute commended the CFO and Budget Director for being so well prepared. 

Motion by Councilor Pottier and seconded by Mr. Postell to thank the guys in the back televising 
and recording the meeting. So voted. 

Councilor Borges asked about the Airport terminal building and the lease of the restaurant space. 
She asked if that space has to be a restaurant and expressed her hope that the vision of having a 
restaurant there does not change. 

Motion by Mr. Duarte and seconded by Mr. McCaul to recommend the budget in the amount of 
$283,895,593.47 and refer to the Full Council. So voted. 

MOTION by :Ms. Borges and seconded by Mr. McCaul to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 PM So 
voted. 

?ITY OF TAUNTON 

JUN ~6 2023 

IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

Respectfully submitted, 

-~c-~ 
Maggie E. Clarke 
Clerk of Council Committees 

REPORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 
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The Committee on Finance and Salaries ~ ~ cb 
~ .. 

The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, MA@l27jJ in~ 
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers. . ,, ~ 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 

Also Present: 

Councilor Phillip Duarte, Chairman 
Councilor John McCaul 

Councilor David Pottier 

Patrick Delio Russo, CFO 

The meeting was called to order at 5 :32 PM. 

1. Meet to review the weekly vouchers and payroll for City departments. 

..r:: 

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to approve the payroll warrant in the 
amounto/$1,614,861.28. So voted. 

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to approve the accounts payable 
warrant in the amount o/$819,267.68. So voted. 

2. Meet to discuss the request to establish a gift account for the public safety complex. 

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to invite in the CFO. So voted. 

Mr. Delio Russo explained that the purpose of this requested gift account would be for the 
specific use of supporting the public safety building that is being constructed. There is a 
donation being sent over from the ballot question committee. 

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to approve the request and refer to the 
full council to be approved as an order. So voted. 

3. Meet with the Human Resources Director to discuss the proposal that the Clerk of 
Committees become a certified parliamentarian. 

Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to table this matter. So voted. 
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Motion by Mr. McCaul and seconded by Mr. Duarte to adjourn the meeting at 5:36 PM So 

voted. 

CITY OF TAUNTON 
Respectfully submitted, 

JUN (};6 2023 
Maggie 

IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL Clerk of Council Committees 

REPORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 

~RK'l'4F 
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The Committee on Police and License 

The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, T~~~MA"CJIJ88tfte 
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers. 

Members Present: Councilor Jeffrey Postell, Chairman 
Councilor Barry Sanders 

Members Absent: Councilor Estele Borges 

Also present: Detective William Rutherford, Licensing Officer 
Jordan Shaw, Greater Goods, LLC 
Andy Amaro, Amaro's Family Auto Sales 
John DeSousa, Northcounty Group 
Robert Pirozzi, Building Commissioner 
Kevin Scanlon, City Planner 

The meeting was called to order at 5:56 PM. 

1. Meet with Detective Rutherford on the petition for the renewal of a Billiard Table License 
for Portuguese-American Civic Club (P.A.C.C.) at 175 School Street. 

Detective Rutherford gave a positive recommendation. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to approve. So voted. 

2. Meet with Detective Rutherford on the petition for the renewal of a Junk Collector's License 
for Debrum Salvage at 57 Stevens Street, East Taunton. 

Detective Rutherford gave a positive recommendation. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to approve. So voted. 

3. Meet with Detective Rutherford on the petition for the renewal of a Temporary Fixed Vendor 
License for RI Trees located at 404 Winthrop Street. 
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Detective Rutherford gave a positive recommendation. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to approve. So voted. 

4. Meet with Detective Rutherford and the City Clerk on license renewals. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to table. So voted. 

5. Meet to discuss the application for a new Marijuana Cultivation and Products Manufacturer 
License for Greater Goods, LLC to be located at 445 Myles Standish Boulevard. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to invite in the parties. So voted. 

Detective Rutherford indicated that he has no issues with Greater Goods, LLC, pending the 
approval of the HCA during the Council as a Whole. 

Mr. Sanders asked ifthere is anything new to report from the state and Mr. Shaw indicated 
that they are waiting for the building permit and then will submit architectural plans 
including permits to the state. Mr. Sanders asked when they expect to be up and running and 
Mr. Shaw stated that he hopes it will be 8-12 months. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to approve contingent upon the 
approval of the HCA this evening. So voted. 

6. Meet for an update on progress at Amara's Family Auto Sales at 503 Middleboro Ave. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders to invite in the parties was seconded by Mr. Postell. So voted. 

Detective Rutherford stated that outside operations have ceased and that they have met the 
criteria of the Police Department. Mr. Scanlon that the plan was to go to the Planning Board 
and they filed on February 7. However, after starting to review, it was realized that more 
information was needed. This was continued to March and then to April and then to May 
and most recently to the August Planning Board meeting. The plan was filed today and that 
will need to be recirculated for review with the departments and then with the Planning 
Board. This is scheduled for the August 3 meeting. Mr. Pirozzi reported that no building 
permits have been pulled to date but permits will be needed. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to have the petitioner's current license 
extended until August 31 and come back then for a further update. So voted. 

Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to excuse the parties. So voted. 
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Motion by Mr. Sanders and seconded by Mr. Postell to adjourn the meeting at 6:09 PM So 
voted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CITY OF TAUNTON 

~f'_~..__<r 
Maggie E. Clarke 

IN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL Clerk of Council Committees 

REPORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 

i'kr 
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City of Taunton 
Municipal Council 
June 6, 2023 2C'JJ JUN - 8 P lJ: 0 !;I 

The Committee of the Council as a Whole 
r·11"1'.\I: ,Af:~. 

~-··----1-~.:r.t 1 ~~11 

The meeting was held at Taunton City Hall, 15 Summer Street, Taunton, MA 02780 in the 
Chester R. Martin Municipal Council Chambers. 

Councilors Present: Council President Kelly Dooner 
Councilor Phillip Duarte 
Councilor John McCaul 
Councilor Barry Sanders 
Councilor Lawrence Quintal 
Councilor Jeffrey Postell 

Councilors Absent: Councilor Estele Borges 
Councilor David Pottier 
Councilor Christopher Coute 

Also Present: Attorney James Valeriani, The Mensing Group 
Jordan Shaw, Greater Goods, LLC 
John DeSousa, North County Group 

The meeting was called to order at 6:19 PM. 

1. Meet to discuss the request for an extension to a Host Community Agreement for Greater 
Goods, LLC, a marijuana establishment located at 445 Myles Standish Blvd. 

Councilor Duarte recused himself from the matter. 

Motion by Mr. Postell and seconded by Mr. Sanders to invite in the parties. So voted. 

Council President Dooner read a letter from Attorney Valeriani requesting the extension. 

Motion by Mr. Postell and seconded by Mr. Sanders to make the letter part of the record. So 
voted. 

Attorney Valeriani explained that as part of the settlement, the HCA was extended until 
February of2024 and they were looking for an extension to February of 2025. The building 
permit application has been submitted and there have been no changes to the layout or 
design. 



Councilor Dooner asked when they expect to be operational and Mr. Shaw expressed his 
hope that it would be under 12 months. 

Councilor Dooner explained that the Council would like to consider extending the HCA until 
June 30, 2024 to coincide with the date on the license. Attorney Valeriani indicated that this 
would work for them. 

Motion by Mr. Postell and seconded by Mr. Quintal to extend the HCA until June 30, 2024. 
So voted. 

Motion by Mr. Postell and seconded by Mr. Sanders to excuse the parties. So voted. 

2. Meet for a pre-review for the issuance of a Special Permit upon the petition of Brianna 
Correira, Esq., Correira Law Office, PLLC., 123 Broadway, Taunton on behalf of her client 
Manuel Soares, Trustee of Soares Realty Trust, 49 Weir Street, Taunton to allow an 18-unit 
hotel in conjunction with the existing first floor commercial units with no off street parking 
at 49 Weir Street located in the Central Business District. 

Motion by Mr. Duarte to invite in the petitioner and interested parties was seconded by Mr. 
Sanders. So voted. 

Councilor Dooner read a list of questions as requested by Councilor Borges: 
Who will manage the hotel? 
What are rates going to be? 
What is the renovation cost? 
Whether or not they accepted any and all the comments made by department heads? 
In the event the hotel business didn't work, do they have any intentions on having 18 one 
bedroom units? 
Will the restaurant be supplying the services for the hotel? 
Will there be a contracted outside cleaning service? 
Where will people park? 
How many employees? 
Given there is not much traffic in that area, who do they think they will be attracted to the 
hotel as far as locals, tourists, etc.? 
What the total square footage of building will be? 

Councilor Dooner would like to know how long construction will take and when they expect 
to be operational. 

Councilor Sanders asked about the expected obstacles and hazards in the area during 
construction. He is also interested in efforts to work on sustainability. 

Councilor Postell confirmed that this is a hotel and asked about the check in area. Mr. 
DeSousa noted that this will be on the first floor. 
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Councilor Sanders asked about fire suppression and Mr. DeSousa noted that the building is 
sprinkled. Mr. Sanders also asked about off street parking and indicated that he would like to 
see something from the Parking Commission. 

Councilor Duarte asked ifthere would be an elevator and Mr. De Sousa said there will not be 
one. 

Councilor Postell confirmed that the hotel will not be ADA accessible. Mr. Postell indicated 
that he is interested in the additional permits and inspections required for hotels. He would 
also be interested in knowing more about the standard operating procedures for the hotel. 

Councilor Dooner expressed interest in knowing more about any studies on demand and what 
the rates will be. 

Motion by Mr. Duarte to excuse the party was seconded by Mr. Postell. So voted. 

Motion by Mr. Postell and seconded Mr. Duarte to adjourn the meeting at 6:36 PM So voted. 

CITY OF TAUNTON 
Respectfully submitted, 

JUN 0.·6 2023 1i~z~ 
Maggie E. Clarke 

IN MU~ICIPAL COUNCIL 

Clerk of Council Committees 

ORTS ACCEPTED. RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED. 

~ERKi'Mf-
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